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THE EFFECTS OF THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE
Part 1: The social and demographic effects on African societies
The impacts of the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade on African societies were devastating. As the demand for the slaves increased, the population of the African continent declined significantly. This is because 50 to 100 million African lives were lost through mass murder, war, kidnapping, forcible transfer of populations, and the brutal rigors of the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade (Guisepi, 2013). This led to the resistance of slave trade by many African societies, something that in turn led to increased resentment between the slave trading communities and the communities which resisted the trade. This happened as many African communities attempted to flee themselves from abduction and distance themselves from the slavers as far as they could. The effect of this kind of environment was an overall regression in the advancement and development of technological knowhow among the African societies. In addition, the resentment and resistance of many communities towards slavery led to the distortion of the friendly relations that the African communities had shared before the trade started. 
The continued slave hunts in the African continent resulted into social, cultural, and economic downfall of many African societies (Nunn, 2008). The ultimate impact of the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade is that it reduced Africa from a powerful continent to a less populated region with communities fighting against one another for dominance. Another devastating impact of the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade on African communities is that the depopulation of Africa led to a reduction of energetic human labor (Thiong’o, 2009). As the Africans realized that their continent had been greatly depopulated by the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade, the started reproducing without control in order to restore the population of their communities. This led to the growth of the African population even more, the growth of which is still going on even today.
Part 2: The economic effects on African societies
The economic effects of the Transatlantic Slave Trade remain a central debate in historical literature with debaters of the topic holding essentially three major positions. One group of scholars argue that the trade was pivotal in undermining African economic development, a second group argues that it had no impact on the continent, and yet a third group considers the trade as only one factor among many that robbed the African continent of its ability to develop economically in the 19th through the 21st centuries. Of these three arguments, I find the first position most convincing. This first position makes more sense because the arrival of Europeans in Africa during the Transatlantic Slave Trade triggered a continuous chain of exploitation of the African continent’s precious commodities, labor and useful human resources (Klein, 2010). Because of this exploitative trade, the aristocratic warrior classes, political and religious leaders in Africa who earned a little fortune from human trafficking and collaborated with the Europeans to oppress their fellow Africans (Nunn, 2008).
As the Europeans benefited from the Transatlantic Slave Trade by amassing the cheap raw materials from Africa to fuel the Industrial Revolution, the African communities were robbed of the capacity to have their modes of production transformed (Northrup, 1994). Instead, the Transatlantic Slave Trade left the African societies fighting against each other for dominance, something that severely halted the development of the African continent into a viable and growing entrepreneurial economy. Following these effects of the Transatlantic Slave Trade, the African continent has been left dragging behind in nearly every economic development that is witnessed elsewhere in the world. These economic effects on African societies are so huge and significant that we should always consider the historical legacy of the slave trade when discussing the African economy today.
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